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The  North  Carol ina  Supreme  Court  has  accepted  new  state  house  and  senate

maps  drawn  by  lawmakers,  in  response  to  i ts  earl ier  rul ing  that  Republ ican  drawn

distr icts  were  gerrymandered  and  violated  state  const i tut ional  protect ions.

Instead  of  accepting  the  congressional  map,  the  Court  approved  a  remedial  map

drawn  by  three  court -appointed  Special  Masters .  GOP  lawmakers  have  f i led  a

peti t ion  with  the  US  Supreme  Court  seeking  an  emergency  stay  blocking  the  use

of  the  recently  approved  distr icts  in  the  upcoming  elect ion.  While  i t  is  unclear  i f

the  Supreme  Court  wil l  take  up  the  case,  candidate  f i l ing  for  mid - terms  ended  on

March  4th  and  primary  elect ion  day  is  slated  for  May  17th.

The  newly -establ ished  Joint  Legislat ive  Committee  on  Access  to  Healthcare  and

Medicaid  Expansion  convened  for  the  f i rst  t ime  on  March  1st .  This  comes  as

Republ ican  leaders  have  hinted  at  a  potential  vote  on  a  Medicaid  expansion  deal

before  the  November  elect ions.  During  this  meeting,  key  stakeholders ,  such  as

state  Medicaid  director  Dave  Richard,  addressed  lawmakers  and  detai led  the

current  advantages  to  expansion.  Another  speaker ,  president  of  the  NC  Rural

Center  Patr ick  Woodie,  acknowledged  that  reducing  the  coverage  gap  wil l

improve  the  qual i ty  of  l i fe  of  rural  North  Carol inians.  More  information  about  the

meeting  can  be  found  here.  

Many  nearby  states  have  attempted  to  address  their  CON  laws.  At  the  end  of

January,  the  South  Carol ina  Senate  passed  a  bil l  el iminat ing  the  state 's  CON

program.  In  West  Virginia ,  a  bil l  for  the  ful l  repeal  of  the  state 's  CON  program

fai led  in  the  Health  and  Human  Services  Committee.  Fol lowing  this ,  lawmakers

have  begun  to  take  a  "piece -meal  approach"  by  removing  the  code  sect ion  for

certain  services  l ike  birthing  centers  and  opioid  t reatment  centers .  Meanwhile,

an  eye  doctor  f rom  New  Bern,  Dr.  Jay  Singleton,  has  f i led  a  brief  at  the  NC  Court

of  Appeals  to  al low  his  case  against  the  state 's  CON  program  to  proceed.  More

about  his  suit  can  be  read  here,  and  more  about  CON  reform  in  the  region  can  be

found  here.

Former  Director  of  NC 's  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services,  Dr.  Mandy

Cohen,  wil l  become  the  executive  vice  president  of  health  IT  company  Adelaide,

along  with  chief  executive  off icer  of  i ts  new  health  services  unit  Adelaide  Care

Solut ions.

Gov.  Cooper  has  appointed  Dr.  Satish  Mathan  of  Raleigh  and  Dr.  Vaishal i

Nadkarni  of  Cary  as  at - large  members  to  the  NC  State  Health  Coordinat ing

Counci l .

Please consider donating to

the NCOA PAC, every dollar

that is donated goes toward

legislators who support NCOA

policies.

NCOA Legislative Update March 2022
The second episode of the

NCOA podcast was released

last month and features Dr.

Cynthia Emory, Vice-Chair of

Orthopaedic Surgery at Atrium

Health Wake Forest Baptist.

This episode focuses on the

importance of telehealth

licensure and additional

preauthorization flexibility for

NC patients.
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